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IT'T-Delhi roped in for study to curb road mishaps

SHASHI BHUSHAN M NEW DELHI

In an attempt to bring down fatal acci-
dents in a scientific way, Delhi Traffic

Police is all set to analyse all fatal and

non-fatal aceidents with the help of
experts and provide a solution to bring
down the rate of accidents based on the
findings. Additional Commissioner of
Police {Traffic) Anil Shukla said that
experts frorm IIT, Delhi will conduct the
study to find out the reason behind the
accidents and a study would be con-
ducted in all the traffic circles. Solution
to bring down the accidents will be
based on the analysis.

Shukla said that solution or changes
required to reduce the accidents will be
taken on the finding of the study by
involving all the stake holders. Solution
will be based on evidence based which
may include tuning of traffic signal tim-
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ings to ensure balanced dispersal of

vehicles at intersection prone to acci- -

dent, changing road design, scientifi-
cally changing road curvatures as per
the requirement and gradients with the
help of road own- . )
ing authorities,
based on the find- J&
ings about reasons
for accidents. For
example, if, acci-
dent  analysis
found tha&\ over
speeding is the rea-
son, then the traf-
fic policel will
ensure that B N
motorists do not cross the speed limit.
“If the fault js found to be in the road
design or engineering then the traffic
police will approach the road owning
agency to ra}ctify the problem by mak-

L

ing necessary changes,” he added.
Through the- accident analysis
involving experts from IIT, Delhij and
other traffic experts, traffic police
believes that it would help in bringing
<y GOwn the fatal or non-
w © ' fatal accident rate sig-
L nificantly in the coming
. years. “Even a margin-
al decrease in accidents
* will immensely be ben-
& eficial if the implemen-
tation of finding in the
studies help us save a
B few lives, limbs or loss of
% other body parts,”

Shukla added. )

Total number of fatal accidents last
year was 1,822, which is about 11 per
cent less than 2,047 fatal accidents in
2011, Number of road deaths has come
down from 2,066 in 2011 to 1,866 last

p5

year. In 2012 a total of 832 pedestriany
were killed in road accidents-about 130
less than the previous year. ,
Earlier in 2011, the traffic polich
found that Ring Road in the Capital was
most vulnerable to road accidents,
According to the figures compiled by
the Delhi Traffic Police theri, Outer Ring:
Road came’second in the list of roads
which witnessed the highest number of
fatal accidents. GT-Karnal Road (NH-,
1), Rohtak Road, NH-8, Mehrauli
Badarpur Road, Najafgarh Road
NH-24 were among the other most data
gerous stretches in the Capital. -
With 181 fatalities in 2011, Rin
Road tops the list of the 10 most vul4
nerable roads in the Capital followed
the Outer Ring Road (116) and the G
Karnal Road (101}, which had record-
ed an unprecedented rise in the num-
ber of accidents. ’

Traffic police take steps
to reduce road deaths

FOCUS Accidents to be scientifically analys

Subhendu Ray

& subhendu,.ray®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After pushing road
deaths down to a 10-year low in
2012 through various crack-
downs on norm viclators, the
Delhi traffic police are now in
the process of scientifically ana-
lyzing all accidents and come
up with sustainable solutions.
Evidence-based solutions
would include tuning of signat
timings to ensure balanced dis-
persal of vehicles at accident
prone intersections, changing
road geometry, scientifically
improving road curvatures and
gradients with the help of road
owning authorities based onthe
findings of reasons for accidents.
They will also ensure that all
signals are properly visible and
functional, said sources.

M . I

= Road deaths registered a 10-year low In 2012 after crackdowns

by traffic police on norm violators.

"Our prime focus would be
to reduce faal and non-fatal
road accidents on city roads by
providing evidence-based solu-
tions. This would be a step for-

. ward in our endeavour to reduce

HT PHOTO

road accidents,” said Anil
Shukla, additional commis-
sioner of police (traffic}).

The traffic department has
asked officers concerned to send
details of all accidents in all traf-

ed by experts from lIT, other bodies

fic ranges. Experts from IIT
Delhi and other ofganisations
would be involved in the process
of accident analysis and make
suggestions,

"Increasing deployment of
traffic police personnel and
intensifying violation checks are
not enough toreduce accidents.
We would try and figure out the |
reasons for accidents based on
evidence and accordingly pro-
vide solutions," Shukla said.

According to sources, the
traffic police would also use GIS
mapping system;to identify
exact locations where maximum
accidents took place during the
last year.

They also haye plans to
install many pedestrian signals
particularly on stretches where
maximum pedestrian accidents
took place in 2012.{

i
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Traffic cops, lIT to analyse

road accidents, save lives

Plan to use GIS to track mlshap prone Spots in city

Vishal Kant

NEW DELHI: Aimed at bringing down
the number of fatal accidents on city
roads, the traffic police are analysing
the nature of all fatal and non-fatal ac-
cidents scientifically.

The exercise, being done in association
with experts from ITT-Delhi, aims to bring
about sustainable solutions for reducing
deaths due to road accidents.

The traffic police are analysing the na-
ture of accidents, including assessing al}
aspects of accidents, which will help the
force in evidence-based solutions.

“Theanalysis is an attempt to ascertain
the exact reason behind accidents, There
could be several other reasons for a fatal
accident, apart from fault on part of the
driver,” said Anil Shukla, the new addi-
tional commissioner of police (traffic).

“It may include the road geometry, cur-
vature and gradient of the stretch where
the accident took place, movement of
pedestrians, visibility and signal ¢ycle of
traffic signals, among others,” " said Shuk-
la.

“The result of such an analysis will help
in bringing the required change on a par-
ticular stretch to minimise chances of ac-
cidents,” added Shukla.

.. maGRAPchs 0.0 o

The traffic police are anatysing the |
nature of accidents, which will help the
forcein evidence-based solutions. |

Once the data is available, corrective
measures will be taken, he added.

The traffic police have asked the officers
concerned to send details of all accidents
in all traffic ranges. According to sources,
the traffic pelice will use geographic in-
formation system (GIS) mapping to iden-
tify the exact locations where the maxi-
mum accidents happened last year.

According to the traffic police, the lat-
est study is a step ahead of the success
they met for the past two-three years in
bringing down the number of fatal acci-
dents.

With 1,866 road deaths, 2012 saw the
lowest accident-related deaths in the past
one decade, Itis 11 per cent less than 2,066
road deaths in 2011

“Increasing deployment of traffic po-
licemen and intensifying violation checks
are important meastres to curb accidents.
These have shown result over the past few
years. The analysis of accidents is aimed
at taking the success to the next level,”
Shukla said.

He said every fatal accident averted
serves several other purposes related to
traffic than just saving precious lives,
“Every accident prevented also leads to
less traffic congestion and pile up of vehicle
on that stretch,” said Shukla.

DH News Service
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It isn't always easy to satisfy the demands
of one’s constituency while performing one’s
duties of a central minister in Delhi, No one
but Shashi Tharoor knows the true implica-
tions of this conundrum. The minister of
state for human resource development is
trying to withstand pressure from politicians
in Kerala, all of who want an IIT in the state.
Here's the problem: the HRD ministry’s
policy — backed by the ing Commission
— strictly forbids creating new IITs in the
12th Five Year Plan. Only if engineering could
be taught in tweets of 140 characters!
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President to host 40 VCs

NEW DELHI, PTI: Top acade-
micians of the country will
brainstorm here on Tuesday on
the issue of better educational
services as President Pranab
Mukherjee has convened a
conference of vice-chancellors
of 40 Central universities.

The one-day conference
would also see the participation
of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Union human resource
development minister M M
Pallam Raju and ministers of
state for HRD Shashi Tharoor
and Jitin Prasada, chairman of
the National Innovation Coun-
cil Sam Pitroda and chairman
and members of the University
Grants Commission.

“The agenda of the confer-
enceincludes steps required to
improve the quality of educa-
tion and faculty in Central uni-
versities to bring it on par with
the top universities of the world
and steps needed to extend the
reach of education through ex-
tension work in contiguous ar-

eas,” a Rashtrapati Bhavan
statement said.

The conference would also

discuss “use of national knowl-

edge network effectively in
Central universities and sug-
gestions te improve the visitor-
university interface within the
existing statutory framework
of each central university”,

The last such conference
was held in 2003 when AP J
Abdul Kalam was the Presi-
dent.
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ITT-I establishing surface
science & engineermg group

To do international collaborations
in the field of surface science

ATUL GAUTAM
Indore

Adding vet another feath-
er to its cap, Indian Insti-
tute of Technology Indore
(IFT-I) has started estab-
lishing a state-of-the-art
‘Surface Science and Engi-
neering Group' that will
work on surface modifica-
tion by organic coatings,
PVD/CVD, laser and ther-
mal spray.

For this ambiticus proj-
ect, the insfitufe has also

board comprising eminent
professors and scientists
from couniries like the
USA, Germany, the UK and
Australia.

“Issues such as corro-
sion, oxidation, wear, fric-
tion, dielectric properties,
hydrophobicity/ hy-
drophilicity eic begin
from the surface. Conven-
tional techhiques such as
paint coatings, electroplat-
ing, and modern tech-
niques such as PVD/CVD,
lasers, thermal spray eic

will be on to surface moedi-
fication through modern
technigues,” a professor of
HT Indore told Free Press.

For this project, the insti-
tute is alsc exploring the
scope for international
collaborations.

“Surface science and en-
gineering is a vast field
and a lot of work has been
done in this field so far
Te review varicus aspects
of surface science and en-
gineering, a sysiematic
study on the surface con-
ditions, surface s{ructure,
methods of surface modi-
fication and techniques to
analyze surfaces, the in-
stifute will organise a

week of March,” the HT
professor said.

“The workshop would
discuss every aspect of
surface science and engi-
neering and chalk-out the
research programme and
alsc explore the scope for
T Indore for interna-
tional collaborations,” he
added.

Noted professors includ-
ing Prof Wolfgang Diehl
and Prof Sanjay Mathur
from Germany, Prof
Pradeep Rohatgi, Prof
Vinod Sarin and Dr Frank
Gaebler from the LUSA,
Prof Peter Hodgson, Prof
VD Vankar from II'T Delht
have given their consent

constituied a 19-member
advisory

international

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Delhi .
University is working to-
wards publishing its own
Journals, which will be up-
loaded online and accessible
for free.

A DU officer said the jour-
nals will be uploaded by Octo-~
ber. But there will be no print
edition of the journals,

“Reputed universities have
their journals. With a huge
number of colleges and depart-
mentsunder the varsity, the re-
search that goes unnoticed can

are used o change the sur-
face properties. Our focus

two-day

workshop

international
in the first

Deccan Herald ND 5-02-2013 P-4

DU to publish three e-journals

University hopes to showcase research work even by undergraduates

be published in the journal,”
said the officer.

“Currently, we are thinking
of publishing three journals in

areas like humanities and so-
cial sciences, natural sciences
and creative writing.”

DU is also mulling over
opening the chance of getting
one’s research work published
in the undergraduate level,
“The four-year graduation to
beimplemented focuses onre-
search work forundergraduate
students too. So we will not re-
strict it to research papers by
postgraduate students,” added
the officer. For the first issue,
several prose and poetry writ-
ten bvstudentsin colleee mags-

azines will be picked up for the
creative writing journal. “Tt will
be called DU-Vidha, a biannual
creative writing journal, and
will be in English and Hindi.
The idea is to give a common
platform tostudents to express
through writing,”

Journals on humanities and
social sciences and natural sci-
ences will be research-based,
and the articles will be selected
by a committee, “Selection will
be made on the basis of a peer

review process. Experts on a
snerifie tonicwill review the re-

to take part in the work-
shop.

search papers,” said the officer.
“The papers will bereviewed
by more than one member of

the committee, The selected

articles will be published once
ayear.” Cost-cutting is a crucial
point in the move to have only
an online version of the jour-
nals.

“The online version is easily
accessible and brings down
cost tremendously, We will not
have any subscription fee, We
have asked for research papers
from other universities in India
and abrnad *rha nffirer addad
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COORDINATION MECHANISM

Central universities, unlike TIMs,
favour overarching council

By PrasHanT K. NaNDa
prashant.n@livemint.com

................. Frvnnan

NEW DELHI

ndia’s central government-

funded universities are favour-
ing the creation of an overarch-
ing body to improve coordina-
tion and share resources, al-
though the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) have resist-
ed a similar concept out of con-
cern that it may undermine the
autonomy of the elite business
schools.

The ministry of human re-
source development and the 42
central varsities may take a final
call on the plan after a series of
meetings in New Delhi starting
on Tuesday.

“I think there is a communica-
tion problem among central uni-
versities. We will seek to put in
place a better coordination
mechanism like a council,” said
Somnath Dasgupta, vice-chan-
cellor of Assam University.

Proponents of such a mecha-
nism say that an overarching
body can coordinate the activi-
ties of all central institutions,
deal with matters of common in-
terest, review learning outcomes
and help forge stronger ties
among the 42 institutions, per-
ceived to be the best in the coun-
try’s university system. India has
612 universities in the country
under the control of the central
government, states and private
organizations.

In spite of their national repu-
tation, the central universities
are confronting challenges on
several fronts, including lack of
sufficient infrastructure, a short-
age of teachers, deficient curric-
ulums and inadequate interac-
tion with corporate houses,

According to government
data, these universities are facing
a shortage of at least 33% in
teaching staffs; none of the 16

new central universities estab-
lished four years ago has a per-
manent campus as yet. And
necne of these institutes are in the
top 200 of global rankings, re-
flecting pootly on their stand-
ards.

The top-ranked Indian institu-
tions, as per the UK-based Quac-
quarelli Symonds {QS) rankings,
were Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT)-Delhi (212), IIT-Bom-
bay (227) and IIT-Kanpur (278).

Surabhi Banerjee, vice-chan-
cellor of the Central University of
Orissa, said she backs the crea-
tion of an overarch-
ing council for cen-
tral varsities.

“A new “university
like ours is in favour
of sharing resources
and teaching staff. A
council can help us

The HRD ministry s
and the 42 central
varsities may take a

P-4

plained.

Abdul Wahid, vice-chancellor
of the Central University of Kash-
mir, said he wants to incorporate
tonovative courses of universi-
ties elsewhere to provide his stu-
dents “learning to become mar-
ket-ready” for employment.

“I'will also like to have skill ed-
ucation and incorporation of
grade system for students,” Wa-
hid said.

Last month, some of the 1IMs
opposed a move by the HRD
ministry to put in place a council
akin to the IIT Council through a
legislation
and allow

insti-

impart de-
grees in-
stead of di-
plomas.

learn best practices final call on the plan The elite

in other universi-
ties,” said Banerjee,
Constant interaction
will help central uni-
versities that are op-
erating away from
the cities to attain a
national and even
global perspective,
said. .

Dasgupta of Assam University
said that although the subject is
not on the agenda of Tuesday's
meetings with the President and
the Prime Minister, “we will take
up this issue.”

He said universities in the
north-eastern states face a par-
ticularly tough situation—pro-
fessors aren’t willing to stay long
at the institutions given the re-
gion's geographical remoteness
from the rest of the country; that
in turn affects their educational
standards. “A coordination com-
mittee we believe can solve some

Banerjee

of the problems. For sure, we:

would like exchange of faculties
for a semester at a time,” he ex-

after a series of
meetings starting

B-Schools
say such a
move will
hamper
their au-
tonomy.

An HRD
ministry
official, who requested anonymi-
ty, said that, on principle, the
ministry wanted better coordina-
tion among universities, IIMs or
institutes of national impor-
tance. Central universities fa-
vouring the concept is a “healthy
sign and can improve quality of
learning,” he said.

“The enormity of the challeng-
es of providing equal opportuni-
ties for quality higher education
to an ever-growing number of
students is also a historic oppor-
tunity for correcting sectoral and
social imbalances, reinvigorating
institutions, crossing interna-
tional benchmarks of excellence
and extending the frontiers of
knowledge,” said an HRD minis-
try document.
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METHOD DR L VIJAYASHREE & CNB
RAJESH explain the concept of mind
mapping, a technique useful in taking
notes, preparing for exams and

presentations.

jaywasssittingirrthe economics

class. Prof Bhushan was deliv-

ering a lecture on market

structures. His lecture was in-

/ . teresting, informative and in-
teractive,

Ajay was stimulatéd by the ideas being
proposed and discussed and he began ac-
tively participating. Four weeks later,
when internal exams were over, the re-
sults surprised both the Professor and his
student. Prof Bhushan called Ajay to his
cabin and gently asked “Ajay! 1 expected
youtobein the top ten in the class! What
happened? Any problem?" .

Ajayresponded, "lam surprised too sir!
I thought I had understood all you said. T
do remember many examples you have
given as well. But as you have pointed out
in my paper, my answers were not bal-
anced between theory and examples. I
had many new ideas in the class. T was
confused. I guess there was too much in-
formation and too less time to think and
answer."

Challenging Task

The daunting task of note taking forastu-

dent involves several challenges outlined

below:

B There is too much of information to
handle from various sources. It's often
required to systematically organize in~
formation to write an exam or to par-
ticipate in a discussion.

M There is often the question of focus.
‘Where should the student focusin the
class? On writing notes or on listening
10 the lecturel

B How can one keep track of one's own
ideas and questions? .

W How can one keep updating the infor-
mation as and when they find new in-
formation, new links and add new

*  ideasthroughout the learning period?
These challenges usually make the stu-
dent toresort to short cuts such as mem-
orising and reading from handbooks. As

a result learning becomes routine and

-boring. These practices in the long-run

erode the teacher-student relationship,

What is needed, therefore, is a tool that

can keep the creative potential of the stu-

dentalive and at the same time be useful
for note taking, :

The Concept

Tony Buzan, in 1970, introduced the

concept of mind mapping for taking

down notes in a quick manner, The tech.
nique was to begin with a central idea
written down at the center of a page, Var-
ious thoughts about the core idea are
then drawn as branches.

Thoughts and ideas about a specific
branch are recorded as sub-branches
leading out from the main branches. As-

sociations across branches can be

made to allow for forming relation-
ships amongst various thoughts.

So, by being skilled in the art of
mind mapping, students can cap-

ture key information in the class,
while being focused on listening
and participating. They can follow
their own line of thinking and con-
tinue expanding on it after the class.
They can connect different concepts
and help themselves to discover new
knowledge. Their discussions with
their teachers and co-students can
be much more meaningful and satis-
factory.

The process of mind mapping

A mind map usually begins with a
"Central Idea” or "Theme" with
branches flowing out of it. Each branch
represents a distinet sub-theme of the
central idea. For example, the teacher
might have started the class saying, “To-
day, we are going to talk about job analy-
sis and its utility."

So, the map would begin by writing
“Job Analysis” in the center of the sheet
and then circling it. Then as the class pro-
gresses sub-themes are added.

The teacher might have given the com-
ponents of the job analysis, discussed the
steps required to carry out Job Analysis,
and its applications in organizations.

To capture the above information, a
branch from the central theme is drawn
and labeled "Components”, The branch
line is thicker when it begins on the circle
and gradually thins out as it ends. All
branches and sub-branches follow the
same pattern,

Ditferent colours for different branch-
es can be used to make the map more

meaningful and creative, Coming back
to the example, as there are many com-
ponents, each component ¢an be repre-
sented on a sub-branch, flowing out of
the main branch. .

To capture more information about
each component, further sub-branches
can be drawn, Similarly the “Steps “and
“Applications” can be drawn as main
branches and sub-branches can be added
to extend more information. More
branches can be added to capture new
ideas, questions and other information.

Now, you may find that a concept that
is presently being discussed is related to
some other concept discussed earlier. To
capture this, the two linked concepts are
identified and are connected with a dot-
ted line. A label is added to that relation-
ship to describe the nature of relation-
ship.

To add more meaning and creativity
to the map, different colours can be used.
Pictures that are descriptive of the kev-

(&

words can also
be ‘added.
Though, there is
actually no end
to when a map
can be com-
plete, it can
capture enough
information to
use for reference,
not only te do
preparatory work, but
also for exams.

Other uses for students
M Exam preparation: Once the mind
maps of your subjects are ready, its
easier to prepare for exams. To master
g‘;i content, simply re-drawing the
ind map and comparing it with the
original will clearly show where gaps
exist. - . :

A question paper can be taken and the
map can be examined to see if it contains
information required to answer all the
questions,

If not, such information can be added
from various sources, There is no need to
carry heavy notes and books to the exam-
ination centre.

W Preparing presentations: Mind maps
can be used to bring in originality and
creativity to presentations. Apart from
the content, branches that outline key
notes about the audience, the time to
be spent on each topic, the goals of the
presentet, and much more information
can be captured.

Originalideas and points of discussion
can be brought out on separate branches.

As the discussion nraereeses durino the

pot

@M%‘;é{

presentation, it Ja.n be dynamically added
to the mind magl.

. |
Who Uses Mind Maps?
Managers use mind maps as a tool to doc-
ument brain-stofming sessions and man-
aging long meetings. Writers capture
their plotideas for their stories.

Lawyers and doctors have extensively
used this technique for capturing their
analyses and didgnoses, Teachers use it

* to plan their classes.

i .
Other Uses of Mind Maps
Mind maps can be used for several pur-
poses apart fromh taking notes. The fol-
lowing are some of the uses that people
around the world have found for mind
maps:

M Problem solving .

M Outline/ framework design

W Anonymous collaboration

B Marriage of words and visuals

B Individual expression of creativity

B Mnandancino matarial inta o aansica and
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memorable format .
M Team building or synergy creating ac-

. tivity
B Enhancing work morale

Free Mind Mapping Software

Mind maps can also be drawn using soft-
ware. Using software makes the map
drawing process simple, easy and share-
able.

You can export your mind maps to im-
age or pdf format and then carry them
wherever yougo. If you use a smart phone,
you will be free from carrying any kind of
books and notes to your examinations or
presentations.

The following are some of the popular
programs available for free download over
the internet: XMind - www.xmind.net,
Freemind - freemind.sourceforge.net,
Mindomo - www.mindomo.com, EDraw
Mind Map - www.edrawsoft.com/Mind-
map.php, iMindMap - wvyw.think—
buzan.com .
(Thewriters are associate professors, PE-
CTT Drvoncrnlnon Cosialy Campm)
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When private is necessary

With limited government resources, the concern should not be where the
investment comes from but improving the standard of higher education

R. 8. GrewaL

lot has been written and argued lately

regarding the state of affairs in private uni-

versities. Rather it has become the ‘in
thing’ to criticise everything that happens in these
institutions. If private universities really are that
bad, then why is it that the governments at the Cen-
tral and state levels are acting as a facilitator for
the setting up of such institutions?

In 2006 there were about 330 universities, both
public and private, in India. By the end of 2012,
the number shot up to 660. Thus, almost 330 new
universities have been established in the country
within a span of six years. The trend is likely to
continue for the next decade or so. The National
Knowledge Commission has anticipated that in the
era of knowledge economy, there is a need for 1,500
universities in the country if India wants to find its
rightful place as an emerging power. Since the gov-
ernment does not have resources to meet that
requirement, it has to rely on the private sector to
meet the demand. However, the question is, “How
do we ensure quality of higher education in this
environment of sudden expansion?”

Today the standard of education in most univer-
sities — public and private — is not up to the mark.
Our higher education institutions lack aresearch cul-
ture. The main reason for the state of affairs is that
our universities lay too much emphasis on the
teacher, text and test, and there is too little stress on
problem-solving and group collaboration. The fac-
ulty has also failed to keep pace with the times. The
pedagogy used in our universities is the same as it
was in the 1950s. Rote leaming has taken prece-
dence over comprehension, application of knowl-
edge and capability to conceptualise. As aresult, stu-
dents passing out of universities are mostly unem-
ployable. This phenomenon is not confined only to
private universities, public universities too have
failed to maintain the desired academic standards.

In such an environment, it is unfair to make pri-
vate universities the ‘whipping boys’ of the higher
education sector and blame these for all the ills
afflicting the system. High fees being charged by
private universities is often cited as one of the rea-
sons while heaping criticism on these. But the crit-
ics fail to take into account the amount of funds the
state exchequer is pumping into public higher edu-
cation institutions. Our II'Ts, NITs and other nation-
al-level institutions are doing well because they get
better quality students. A cursory look at the per-
formance of postgraduate- and doctoral-level stu-
dents passing out from these institutions would
highlight the fact that their quality is not much dif-
ferent from the students of the same category pass-
ing out of private universities.

On an average the government spends about Rs
100 crore on each NIT in the country. The amount
spent on the IITs would be still higher. But none of
these has any worthwhile record in the form of
patents or innovations resulting in product develop-
ment to justify the huge amount of public money
being spent on them. Moreover, if one were to com-
pute the cost of training a student, it would work out
to almost the same in the public and private univer-
sities. Rather it may be more in public universities.
The only difference is that in public universities, the
student does not pay directly to the institution. Since
the private universities do not get grants from the
government, the fees charged are higher and the crit-
ics use that as a weapon to levy unfair criticism.
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government, the fees charged are higher and the crit-
ics use that as a weapon to levy unfair criticism.

If the standards of academic delivery and research in our universities go up, the number
of students opting to go abroad for higher studies will drastically come down. Thinkstock

If one were to consider the placement records of
public higher educational institutions, other than the
II'Ts and NITs, and compare that with the same from
private universities, it would emerge that private
universities fair much better than public universi-
ties. Despite that, the critics say that the government
is risking the future of many young students by set-
ting up private universities. It is not to suggest that
everything is fine with the private universities; there
is plenty of scope to improve. Moreover, there are
black sheep who have entered the higher education
sector in their quest to make a fast buck. Instead of
painting every private institution with the same
brush, there is a need for a regulatory mechanism
to put the house in order. But the remedy does not
lie in creating a stifling regulatory mechanism that
makes the operations of private universities unvi-
able. The need of the hour is to arrive at some con-
structive measures to improve the system.

Lately, universities from developed countries
have made a beeline to recruit students from the
developing and under developed countries. India is
no exception. It is a known fact that US, Canadian
and European universities, and to some extent Aus-
tralian universities, welcome Indian students for the
high fees they pay to attend various programmes,
especially in the fields of engineering, management,
medicine and sciences. Without contributions from
international students, many universities in these
countries would find it difficult to sustain their oper-
ations. They are not here for charity. The collabo-
rations that they enter into with Indian universities
result basically in a one-way process, with Indian
students going abroad for higher studies and final-
ly settling down there as immigrants. There are hard-
ly any collaborative arrangements offered by for-
eign universities that help to improve academic stan-
dards and research activities in Indian universities.

In fact, if the standards of academic delivery and
research in our universities go up, the number of stu-
dents opting to go abroad for higher studies will

research in our universities go up, the number of stu-
dents opting to go abroad for higher studies will

drastically come down. Given our demographic div-
idend, Indian students nurtured in a good academ-
ic environment would still be able to get jobs in
developed countries because the latter would need
them to join their workforce. Thus, it is in the inter-
ests of foreign universities that the standards of high-
er education in India do not improve. It would help
them sustain their own operations and also provide
skilled manpower their countries need.

In such an environment, instead of indulging in
needless controversy of private vs public univer-
sities, it is up to us to join ranks to improve the stan-
dards of higher education in the country. Both the
systems have their strengths and weaknesses. Pub-
lic universities have better infrastructure, senior fac-
uity, and have access to better resources. Howev-
er, lack of accountability, poor work culture and
unwieldy size are some of the major maladies
afflicting the public universities. On the other
hand, a short hierarchical chain, manageable size
and accountability are some of the features of pri-
vate universities that could be exploited to improve
the standards of higher education. Our policy mak-
ers could design measures that could incentivise
collaborative arrangements between public and pri-
vate universities.

Similarly, the regulators and the government
departments could help in the process of knowledge
sharing by giving a boost to cooperation amongst
the universities irrespective of the nature of their ori-
gin. We must not forget that for centuries, the
invaders came and exploited our penchant for
mutual suspicions and divisive culture. We may not
be vulnerable to a physical invasion in this era of
knowledge economy, but our universities are still
vulnerable to mutual divisions that could be exploit-
ed by foreign powers to their advantage. We need
to learn from history. Are we prepared to do that?

The writer is Vice-Chancellor, Chitkara
University, Himachal Pradesh

The writer is Vice-Chancellor, Chitkara
University, Himachal Pradesh
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HT Lucknow

UGC mulls ‘discipline-wise’

accreditation for universities

HT Correspondent
® [koreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The University Grants
Commission (UGC) might soon come
up with ‘discipline-wise’ accreditation
in universities and colleges. The move
comes as part of its larger plan to bring
reforms in education.

For this purpose, the commission has

recommended that a separate National

Accreditation Authority be
assigned the task. Tillnow, .
accreditation was done for
educational institutions as
a single entity but now as a
new proposal, the accredita-
tion would be undertaken
discipline (subject) wise.

“A National Accre-
ditation Authority for spe-
cific disciplines should be
established in orderto clearly
identify the top 50 universities
and top 50 colleges for special funding by
various governmental agencies and the
industry;” said the document comprising
the proposed 12th Five Year Plan strategy
of the commission.

Accreditation by the NAAC has been
in vogue for the past 17 years but so far
only 1,415 out of 31,324 colleges and 75 out

nf R24 1miveraitiac have hean coverad for

their accreditation, the document sent to
the HRD ministry said.

If materialised, this would be for the
fist time that the accreditation has been
proposed beyond the collective analysis
of universities and colleges and has been
targeted to specific disciplines.

The UGC believes, that the total
accreditation of a university falsely cov-
ers poor performing departments and
disciplines of an institution and also the

faculty in it. But if the accredita-

» tionisdone for the university
as a whole, there would be the
need for a separate quality check
for individual disciplines.

In the US and many
other advanced countries,
accreditation is done dis-
cipline-wise. For example,
engineering sciences, man-

agement sciences, physical
and chemical sciences, life

sciences, social sciences and
humanities, etc in addition to the overall
university accreditation.

The schools/disciplines concerned
should offer for national accreditation
of the disciplines, and this actually gives
a true picture to the students for choos-
ing universities and to the employers for

choosing the universities for campus
nlacementa



